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Intercultural Experiences to be treasured for Lifetime
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President
New Zealand Schools Rugby Union

Jim Lonergan

Firstly my thanks for an outstanding week and a half in
Japan. It was truly an amazing experience. Thank you both
for your outstanding hospitality, at the venue and at the vari-
ous dinners and functions you organised for all of us. It is
something I will never forget.

While I had heard many great stories about the SANIX
WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT, the stories could not
do justice to what is an experience of a life time.

The Global Arena complex is an amazing complex; excellent
facilitates, stadium, fields, gymnasium, bathhouse and accom-
modation, which are all first class. The village atmosphere
with the shops and the green add to the many other excellent
features.

The organisation was also outstanding, from being met at the
airport on arrival I always felt someone was there to answer
any questions and provide assistance for anything I required.
The games were of an excellent standard with great perfor-
mances by both the Japanese and the International sides. The
tournament gave all teams an opportunity of playing against
a variety of different countries of varying ability. In the
second half of the tournament teams played against teams of
similar strength.

The initial welcoming function was a great way of meeting
the officials and management from the other countries and
experiencing the outstanding hospitality from the SANIX staff
which continued until we left.

The opening ceremony was better than any other Youth
Sports Opening ceremony across the globe. Having the
George Watson's College Pipe Band perform added to the
excellent pageantry. The welcome party saw a wonderful mix
of different performances, highlighted by the hundreds of
players spontaneously coming together to sing we are the
world.

New Zealand Schools' Rugby Union see the SANIX WORLD
RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT as the only true international
schools rugby tournament. It is the only international tourna-
ment that it will endorse.NZ Schools' Rugby Union always
send our previous year's national champions to this event. To
represent NZ at SANIX is the prize for winning our National
Schools 1st XV competition for our boy's team and is also the
prize for the girl's team that wins our National Girls 7's com-
petition.

Both Howick College Girls Sevens team and St Peters Boys 1st
XV gave their all on the field and thoroughly enjoyed the
games. However it is the friends they made and the different
cultures they shared and experienced that will remain with
them for their lifetime. Through this wonderful SANIX
WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT it has been truly
proven, rugby does make better people.
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Aspirational Goal for School Rugby Teams in New Zealand
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Chairman
New Zealand Schools Rugby Union

Garry Chronican

Congratulations to the SANIX Sports Foundation on the 20th
anniversary of the SANIX WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNA-
MENT. This tournament has become a key fixture in our
rugby calendar. We have always deeply appreciated the invi-
tations for boys 1st XVs and girls 7s team to attend. It has
become an aspirational goal for our teams to win the respec-
tive national New Zealand championships in order that we
select them as the team to represent New Zealand at your
wonderful tournament.

The standard of competition at the Global Arena is excellent
year after year. However, it is the cultural experience in Japan
that teams most enjoy and embrace. Year after year teams
continue to be humbled by the generosity of Japanese people.
It is an added bonus that teams from so many overseas coun-
tries attend, each bringing a willingness to share their culture.
New Zealand Schools Rugby has the highest regard for your
tournament and look forward to the next 20 years of success.
We had a NZ Schools Board meeting where we talked about
the meaning and influence of your tournament in our coun-
try. Here are some responses.

- The SANIX Tournament has become an aspirational goal for
both boys and girls teams in NZ.

- Teams want to win our national championships because
they want to attend the SANIX Tournament.

- The SANIX Tournament has become a key fixture in our NZ
Schools Rugby calendar.

- Teams that attend your tournament feel like they are repre-
senting New Zealand.

- Players and coaches deeply appreciate learning about and
experiencing the Japanese culture.

- All players and coaches deeply respect Japanese culture
and generosity.

- All players and coaches enjoy meeting people from many
cultures around the world.

- All players and coaches are humbled by the generosity of
Japanese people.

We will continue to support the Sanix Tournament in every
way possible.
Thank you again.
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Rugby Connects the World

Competitions and Tours Specialist
South Africa Rugby Football Union

Yusuf Jackson

The SANIX WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT is defi-
nitely in my opinion one of the most eagerly anticipated
rugby tournaments on the world stage annually. The organiz-
ers of this wonderful tournament has created a great platform
and opportunity where the some of the world's top/ best U18
teams competes against each other during an event which
offers so much more than the rugby.

From a rugby playing perspective, our South African repre-
sentative school that participated in matches against a New
Zealand, Australian, England, Russian and two Japanese
schools. Nowhere in the word currently is there a tournament
where a school could receive and gain such wonderful inter-
national exposure. Our team has the opportunity to test their
skill and game plans during six unique and different matches.
That resulted in our school's coaching team being stimulated
and further developed, but also the players having the chance
of playing against different players in six matches.

From a tournament perspective, the SANIX WORLD RUGBY
YOUTH TOURNAMENT is wonderful for me, as it is in my
opinion an event where the rugby world comes together. It is
wonderful and beautiful to see the unity between the differ-
ent international representatives. I had numerous discussions
with various representatives from the other countries as well
as Japanese stakeholders about how we could further
enhance the state of rugby in our own countries but also fur-
ther enhance the levels of rugby at the tournament.

The media interest from local Japanese media who inter-
viewed me during the tournament this year also suggests that
Japan media and followers loves learning and hearing about
the way South Africans do rugby. It was a pleasure to share
this information with Japanese media and I hope the Japa-
nese readers enjoyed what I had to say about the linkages
between South African and Japan Rugby. I will most certainly
again share how we do rugby in South African with the Japa-
nese stakeholders during future deliberations. I have also had
meetings with representatives from the local area who want
our visiting schools teams to visit their regions in the future.
This we will definitely explore.

The Japanese culture is a wonderful culture, and I thoroughly
enjoy every bit of it! I would love more people to experience it
and therefore in South Africa, I constantly promote the SANIX
WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT. I am managed with
the assistance of our structures to nominate and select our
best team in South African to participate in this prestigious
tournament and the result of this I believe was wonderful for
everyone to witness great rugby. I will continue to promote
this tournament and will again strongly advocate that our
strongest South African team attends next year's tournament.

It is a wonderful tournament, and I look forward, to once
again be involved and be invited to attend the SANIX WORLD
RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT2020 in Japan.
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In Honor of its 20 years Anniversary

Former National Player of South Africa

Divan Serfontein

Again thank you for having us at the SANIX WORLD RUGBY
YOUTH TOURNAMENT 2019. As always it was run profes-
sionally and enjoyed by all.

Far be it for me to criticize anything, but being part of this
Tournament for 20 years, I have seen and experienced a few
things, which I have also discussed with the late Mr. Shinichi
Munemasa.

First of all I believe that the future of rugby is displayed
prominently by the enthusiasm, friendship and camaraderie
seen and heard by all at the welcoming dinner where all the
participants joined and sang on stage in the Gymnasium.

It is fantastic! Organising such a huge event must be daunt-
ing, but yet again everything ran like clockwork. Well done!

I believe this Tournament is the elite schools rugby tourna-
ment and therefore only the top teams from invited countries
should participate - not only to raise and keep the standard
of rugby high, but also to raise Japanese school rugby, which
is very good at present. We always try to bring 1 of our top 5
teams to participate, because one needs to respect the invita-
tion and history of this Tournament.

Hopefully we can manage to get the top Japanese school
team to come to South Africa. People would love to see them
play. The Paul Roos coach told me they learned a lot from the
Japanese teams. I also discussed this with Yusuf and he says
SARU can assist.

Thank you for another fantastic event enjoyed by all.
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Commitment to Wider Promote the Event

Honorary Secretary & Treasurer
The England Rugby Football Schools Union

Mark Lowe

Thank you for the very generous hospitality provided to
myself at this year’s SANIX WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNA-
MENT.

I was again impressed with the skill levels demonstrated by
the home teams, I think that Exeter College suffered from
such a large defeat and struggled to regain their confidence
in the second half of the tournament. The team from Paul
Roos Gymnasium looked good from the start and were
worthy winners.

I will continue to do all that I can to promote the SANIX
WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT not only here in
England, but in the larger arena.
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Once-in-a-lifetime Occasions, On and Off the Field

Former-administrator
Australian Rugby Football Schools Union

Bernard Carberry

I have taken Australian Schools teams to the UK, Ireland and
France as well as New Zealand.

The SANIX WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNAMENT is an
extraordinary experience. It is a wonderful cultural and sport-
ing experience for everyone who has attended.

I have been privileged to attend as an official for seventeen of
these tournaments. I have made many friends in Japan and I
consider Global Arena as my “second home”.

All our players who have been to SANIX during Golden Week
for this world acclaimed tournament have gone as represen-
tatives of their country as well as their school. That is how
they are treated when attending. They have had the opportu-
nity to mix with many players from many countries both on
and off the field.

It is an experience that they never forget. In particular the
dignity of the Japanese players is a never forgotten experi-
ence by our Australian players.

The late Mr. Shinichi Munemasa has made a monumental
contribution to the development of the game when through
his inspiration he started this tournament in 2000.

It will continue for many more years. There have been amaz-
ing innovations each year to make it better each year.
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Life-fulfilling Experiences for All Our Lads

I wished to write on behalf of Exeter College and the England
Schools and Colleges RFU organisations to say a huge thank
you all of those who organised once again an absolutely fan-
tastic tournament.

The entire playing squad and staff from Exeter College thor-
oughly enjoyed the wonderful hospitality throughout the
tournament and undoubtedly all of our lads have returned
enriched by the unbelievable experiences they had through-
out this tournament.

They feel privileged to have visited Nagasaki and taken part
in the Hakata Dontaku festival parade in Fukuoka. These
experiences enabled the boys to really look at the cultural ele-
ments of Japan during their visit while challenging them-
selves against the top U18 teams from Japan and around the
world.

Since returning the parents have been contacting us express-
ing their gratitude and sharing with us how much their son'’s
enjoyed every minute of the tour and how much they have
taken on board form the many experiences offered to them.
We hope that Japan thoroughly enjoy the World Cup and we
have no doubt it is going to be a huge success.

On behalf of us all, thank you and we very much look forward
to having a further opportunity in the future to join you at the
Global Arena.
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World-class Extravaganza for High School Rugby Players
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High Performance Manager
Rugby Union of Russia

Dmitry Afinogenov

On behalf of Russian rugby Teams which have participated in
fantastic event of SANIX WORLD RUGBY YOUTH TOURNA-
MENT for the last 6 years I would like to commend SANIX
SPORTS FOUNDATION for the top level preparation and orga-
nization of this competition which is getting better and better
every year.

Attitude to your tournament is very positive, we consider that
it is one of the most challenging international tournaments
among juniors in the world. You can say with confidence that
your tournament bears similarities with the Champions
League. Very strong teams take part in it. Teams participants
are highly skilled, which gives any participant a considerable
experience and the opportunity to test their strength with
powerful opponents.

The tournament has an outstanding organization, it is
remarkable to see the tremulous attention of organizers and
assistants to the problems of the teams during the tourna-
ment, the presence of high-ranking officials and representa-
tives of rugby federations that gives a special status and
colouring to this tournament.

We wish to address our special words of gratitude to the late
Mr.Shinichi Munemasa who decided to organize these tourna-
ments over 20 years ago. Such a formidable undertaking
allows young rugby players from all over the world to meet
Japanese peers not only in the playing field but also in real
life conditions, which provides participants with an opportu-
nity to learn more about culture of foreign countries and con-
tinents.

Every year our boys and girls look forward to the invitation
for the tournament to gain life and athletic experience at
Global Arena.

Four rugby players who participated in the tournament are
already became part of the Russian National Rugby Team.
Two of them are getting ready to participate in Rugby World
Cup 2019.

We wish further prosperity and success to the tournament.
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